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poets and historians since, as the man himself exercised
over the minds of his contemporaries. In 1625 Wallen-
stein offered to raise an army for Ferdinand, which should
cost the imperial exchequer nothing. It was to be paid
and fed by means of contributions levied on the districts
which it occupied. The Emperor's scruples were over-
come by the promise that strict discipline should be
maintained, and no private pillage allowed. But in
practice the system of Wallenstein was as oppressive as
the license of Mansfeld. Robbery reduced to a science
is simply robbery more thorough and far-reaching than
before. The general might punish marauders guilty of
more than usual cruelty, he might issue orders that the
peasantry were not to be harshly treated, he might
deprecate confiscations for the sake of religion, but his
army was obliged to obey the law of its existence, and in
truth he made no serious effort to restrain it. Ample
funds were needed to support his own magnificence, and
to provide the liberal pay he gave to those who served
under him. The adventurers of all countries and all
religions who flocked to his standard were not likely to
err on the side of moderation. His troops ate up the
country like a swarm of locusts. A cry of horror and
indignation went up from the whole of Germany.
Catholics were as loud in their complaints as Protestants.
Tales were told in the Imperial Diet itself of peasantry
reduced to feed upon leaves and grass, and mothers who
in the madness of hunger had devoured their own
children. Honest indignation against the man who was
responsible for such atrocities as these, together with
dread of his overmastering ambition and fear of his
revolutionary ideas, produced the intrigue which drove
him from his command in 1630, just as Gustavus Adol-